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f you have ideas for o] QUlIty Baby Carriers: Saving a bundle on your bundle
newsletter or would like to
contribute, please contact]

Heidi:

At first glance, most people actually paying for themselves
would argue that a quality baby plus some.
carrier is not going to save them First, | would point out that
_ money.After all, if you are going (yes, as a manufacturer of bab)
mrs_donnelly@hotmail.com| o wear your baby, you're going carriers that | think are great
to have to buy a baby carrier to and that | want you to buy, | am

We welcome submissions do it, right? going to admit this anyway) is

(articles, photos and other And that means spending that babywearing can be a-ite

content) from individuals, probably between $5050 for yourself activity.

groups, and businesses! most popular, comfortable car- | don't even mean that you
riers. Plus, many people find not must have mad sewing skills i

Feel free to enjoy this and just one carrier they want, but 2 order to make a baby carrier.

pass it on! or 3 that together cover all the You really can comfortably and g

bases for 99.9999% of their safely carry your child in a bed#
possible babywearing situations sheet, table cloth, or sarong
| would like to make the argu- Or you can "make" a fleece
Inside this issue: ment that buying (or making) wrap by finding the cheapest Photo Courtesy of Catbird

and using even as manythasee polar fleece you can find and Baby, Inc.

quality, comfortable baby carri- buying about 5 yards of it. The many tutorials available online
ers could result in the carriers person at the fabric store coun- for making a pouch, ring sling,

Letter from the 2 ter will cut mei tai, buckle carrier, podeagi

. it for you andonandon.

President and you If a baby carrier is just another
could wear item that we add to a long list of
it out of the items that we feel we must buy

|

Ili’Aapervyork. 3 store. for baby, then no, it's certainly

anaging group Of course, not going to save anyone any
growth many of you money in the long run.

are quite  But let's say that you really like
crafty and the idea of babywearing and its
could sew a many benefits and decide to give
carrier using it a try; as a result, you might
one or find that you have less need or
more of the

Saving continued on page 5

Baby Carrier Industry Alliance
Advocate of babywearing and babywearing business

It was April of 2010 that | six years | had been in busines We needed to be speaking
decided to spearhead the Babyand was increasingly hostile tc directly with regulators and
Carrier Industry Alliance (BCIA) small businesses, and there wa nonprofits, not just to parents.
--I knew, then, that our industry little understanding among con- To parents, it is easy to make
needed a unifying voice. sumer advocacy groups of the the point that carrying their

The regulatory climate had essential nature of slimgfyle babies not only makes their lives
changed so dramatically in the carriers as parenting tools.

BCIA continued on page 4




Letter from the President

ltds a new year, and tboibkeyefaamiplrioens samsdtwi dliet ao
one for babywearing and for Babywearing Interna- Babywearing International is excited to have
tional in particular! welcomed a few chapters recently as well. Wel

In this issue, Beth from Catbird Baby shares with come to BWI of the Triangle (NC), BWI of Del-
us some of the important considerations to keep in marva (DE&MD), BWI of Fayetteville (NC) an
mind when budgeting for a carrier. These ideas aré8W!I of Peoria (IL).

things you can share with meeting attendees to Several more groups are working on completin

BABYWEARING help them determine a realistic budget, or whether paperwork in the coming weeks and we look for
INTERNATIONAL DIY is right for them. ward to working
Kristi from Wrapsody tells us about the ~ | with these chapters

creation of the BCIA and about the hard | as they expand the

work they have done in the last year ang number of families
Babywearing International| a half. The most exciting is the comple- BWI is able to help.
c/o Ann Marie Rodgerson | - tjon of the ASTM Sling Standard! Con- At meetings every
3034 Southern EIm Ct. | o o1 |ations to BCIA on their achieve- month | hear from

Fairfax, VA 22031 o
ment! families who are so

info@babywearinginternational.org]  Heather from BWI of Chicagoland tells

babywearinginternationalorgl ys about Chicagol afs
dling their sudden surge in group growt
and the steps they have taken to manag
keeping track of their new attendees and

2
‘ paperwork.
i}‘ ‘]i, C We are excited about our second

grateful for the
waork Babywearing
International does
to help parents find
the tools that make
parenting easier and
make their babies
happier. Please
know that what you

newsletter and hope you enjoy it. In

addition to the newsletter, let me share

BABYWEARING some of the other great things going on do is an important

INTERNATIONAL for BWI. service to your
Babywearing International of DMID- community!

VA is currently deep into planning for International We thank you for your hard work supporting
Babywearing Conference 2012 which will takeyour local babies to be comfortable and secure

place in Washington, DC June -28ly 2, 2012. with their caregivers.

They are really excited about hosting the baby- Keep up the good work, and we look forward to

wearing world in the NanmeetingybushisGummerin&hashington, DC!
You can visit the conference website X

(InternationalBabywearingConference.com) or

follow them on Facebook to learn about registra- %M“

tion, which should start within the next month. It

promises to be a fantastic opportunity for baby- Ann Marie Rodgerson is the President of BWI. She is

wearing advocates, educators, and devotees also a VBE for BWI of DC -MD-VA.

U

to get together and share information, tech-
niques, and ideas.
It will also be a great time to socialize with .t
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INTERNATIONAL

BABYWEARING
CONFERENCE 2012

WASHINGTON, DC

Photo courtesy of BWI
of Wrapsody Baby.




